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Introduction

Why do I think that, quite often, I experience artistic dreams?  Firstly, I have arts qualifications: a B.A. [Honours] in Combined Studies [History, Government and Sociology], and a doctorate in the Humanities field of ‘Religion’.  Moreover, the only career I have pursued so far –that of a private tutor in school subjects- has involved the teaching of English language [and maths] to primary and secondary level pupils.  My dreams seem to be suggesting working in the media field –especially with the BBC- in the future [see Dream No 15 below].  This will likewise involve the artistic skill of conversation.  Other dreams have been suggesting lecturing at Universities.  Also, though not a professional [in the sense of being paid], I am a writer and am also qualified with a Diploma of Freelance Journalism.  In the fourth instance, I run nine Islamic Websites1 – all with differing templates, designs and layouts.  My choices of Google widgets, clocks, the Bismillah icon etc. differ from Site to Site.  

My research papers on ‘dreams’ and other topics are typed, mainly by myself, in differing fonts, differing sizes of fonts, with brightly-coloured highlights of text [this latter format not to everyone’s preference!].  I enjoy watching films from Indian cinema and find the plots, music, lyrics, dialogue and acting interesting and enjoyable – as long as the film itself has been competently made!2  I have written poetry.3  Furthermore, I enjoy reading biographies and autobiographies of poets and writers.4  My ninth point is that I have tried my hand at both English and Arabic calligraphy.5  I really found the Parables inherent in the Holy Quran both interesting and useful in understanding human nature and deeds.6  Finally, the way I narrate my dreams for research purposes, using myself as a case-study, selecting the best available words to convey the atmosphere and content is not easy.  Such a task involves artistic skill and judgement; if the reader absolutely understands what I dreamt, then my work has been competent.  

Notes

1 See the Home Page of this Site for a full list of URLs

2 Recently, I have watched Ansoo Ban Gayi Phool [‘Tears have turned to Flowers’] (1979) and Sharara [‘Garment’) (1984)

3 See the Poetry links on www.dr-umar-azam.com/  and www.freewebs.com/umarazam/ 

4 Andrew Motion’s biography of Philip Larkin, the memoirs of Kingsley Amis and the autobiography of Anthony Trollope

5 Samples

6 The definition of a parable is: moral or religious story: a short simple story intended to illustrate a moral or religious lesson [MSN Search]  Therefore, a parable is an aristic (linguistic) concept and therefore ‘artistic’ in nature.
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Strategy

Why is this research paper far more comprehensive than the other similar papers on www.dr-umar-azam.com ?  The answer lies in the obtrusion of those firms maintaining my Websites in the past.  There were numerous problems, such as: delaying even simple updates for weeks/months; wanting to charge extra for the amount of data megabite transfer per month; not scanning documents and adding onto the Sits; bungling work incompetently or deliberately.  Obviously, even if one firm is shunned, then is no guarantee that the next firm will not do the same thing.  Matters came to a head when one Webmaster issued an ultimatum:

Dr Umar,

Charges for hosting are £100 per Website.  This includes any changes to existing content for 12 months.*

Additional pages are charged at £50 (price varies on the amount of the content).

Hear from you soon.

*Changes making up one page of a word document per existing web page. 

I thought these terms were prohibitively excessive, so I resolved to minimise the power of the Webmaster.  Under no circumstances would I tolerate a ‘cap’ on my ability or potential to produce new work or making changes to existing work!  I then established www.dr-umar-azam.info which is intended to be a completely Archival Site.  But the programme used – Ilosoft File Manager Version 1.0 9 sp2- I do not find simple to use.   Fortunately, one of my Website Visitors informed me about his Freewebs Site.  Getting the idea of a completely free website from him, I discovered that the Freewebs tools are far easier to use than Ilosoft.  I quickly established www.freewebs.com/drumarazam/ and then www.freewebs.com/umarazam/.  Then, feeling that there was something else available which would provide a further outlet for my creativity and information,  I searched on Google for ‘Free Website’ and the list led me to www.weebly.com/ How amazed I was to discover that Weebly was even simpler and quicker than Freewebs!  I then established six Weebly Websites in the space of a few weeks!  The restrictions and curtailments imposed by hosting companies were swept away instantly!  I have really enjoyed building my Websites – even though, at times, there has been a great deal of frustration and exasperation [at times Freewebs was extremely slow!]!  Luckily, I have found the actual process of maintenance easy.  So now I can scan documents, tables, charts etc. myself – it’s great to be in charge, without any obstruction.  That is the reason for this research paper being of superior quality than the others: my new-found power has given me the confidence to go further intellectually, and to provide my own analysis – another factor enhancing the quality of this publication. I suppose, in the future, I’ll have to amend my other papers, previously written, to provide similar academic depth.

Method of Identification/Origination

First, I listed all the Sites I maintain in abbreviated form: D1 means ‘Domain One’, that is to say the first Site of my own domain www.dr-umar-azam.com FW1 means the first Freewebs Site www.freewebs.com/drumarazam/ W1 means the first Weebly Site http://drumar-azam.weebly.com/ 
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***THE ARTISTIC DREAMS***
Dream No 1:  Wednesday 29 October 2008

I dreamt of a film set very high up, upon some sort of stage.  A fan on ground level, quite a way down below asked for something [an autograph or item of memorabilia] and it was duly dropped to him from the great height.
Interpretation

This dream is highlighting the positive comments I receive –fan mail- from readers of my work.  See the Guest Books on my Sites and also the Guest Book Archive on www.dr-umar-azam.com and the files of readers’ comments on www.dr-umar-azam.co.uk 

Dream No 2: Friday 31 October 2008

I saw a huge, fashionable, private aeroplane that was stationary on Hamilton Road, close to Campbell Road in Longsight.  There had been an accident and the plane had landed there.  I saw the back of this giant plane – the tail fin section.  Then I saw one or two autumn leaves.  They were a beautiful orange-yellow hue.  From them issued forth a ray of intense light [the light looked like a laser beam but it was a natural white colour and, indeed, natural in composition]!
Interpretation

‘Longsight’ is the area of Manchester that I grew up in.  The Muslim community is on, and in the proximity of, these streets, including the residences of several families who were the family friends of my parents for about forty years.  I had to leave this area for political reasons and the giant aeroplane may represent the tremendous success I had in my Islamic work from circa 1984 to 1990 before leaving.
Dream No 3: Sunday 2 November 2008

I dreamt that I was set a challenge.  If I could solve a complex, mathematical question, then the prize would be - marriage!  But, unfortunately, I failed to solve the puzzle – I found it too difficult!  A woman from India, just like one of the ‘extras’ from the films of Indian Cinema, (and she was most interested in the concept of ‘marriage’) had been watching with great interest.  

· Even though I was unsuccessful in my test, this was a very sweet dream pertaining to the notion of marriage, and I woke up feeling really content and tranquil.
Interpretation

I do not attach much importance to marriage, preferring my professional work over it.  But Allah Most High is pleased with my sacrifice – hence my happy feeling when I awoke.  In India, a person would hardly do what I have done: Hindi films always express that to marry and have children is absolutely essential.
Dream No 4: Tuesday 4 November 2008

I had a dream of taking flights to multiple destinations all over the world.  The flight bookings were all in order.  The rectangular boxes looked uniform and organised.  Then I had a sweet dream of taking a flight to Niger in Africa.
Interpretation

My international Islamic work will be just like my Website Awards on http://dr-umarazam.weebly.com – of a similarly high standard.

I dreamt that I opened a substantial book of Indian Cinema [‘Bollywood’].  Yet the contents were very concise.  There was only one, for instance, page or caption per whole calendar year.  When I turned a page or looked at a caption, a romantic film song was played, which was presumably the hit song of that year.
Interpretation

I had been working really hard building Websites and writing this research paper. I had turned to Hindi films for relaxation. 

Dream No 5: Tuesday 21 October 2008

I received the message that there is so much unhappiness and misery here on Earth and I am lucky to be really happy.

· I had been making my Awards Site http://dr-umarazam.weebly.com and had found great satisfaction in the artistic work of posting my Award Badges, even though it was hard work gathering the codes or finding the e-mails of congratulation containing the Award Images  and then linking them to the relevant URLs of awarding websites.

I dreamt of giving large, filling [they were so over-filled with, for instance, chicken, that they were out-of-shape!] pakoras (an item of South Asian cuisine similar to an onion bhaji) to a girl pupil of mine.  Then I heard something about friendship.  I left some [maths/English study] papers –and a pink or purple book- with the pupil, but I took away with me some very important item – for instance, the very hardcover of that pink or purple book, so leaving her with only the pages of that particular book.
Interpretation

My tuition pupils have really benefited from my teaching.  Also, I have been kind and friendly to them.  But I had to leave my tuition career to reach greater heights – symbolised by the hardcover of the book.
Dream No 6: Saturday 20 September 2008

I dreamt that I am naïve, in matters of marriage, as the girl who was due to wed in the film: ‘Jeeyo aur Jeeni Do’ (‘Live and Let Live’)!
Context

In the film, the grandmother of one of the heroes was trying to arrange his marriage with a girl from a very simple family.  The girl and her parents came to meet the prospective groom and he began to ask questions to determine if she would be a suitable match for him.  His first question was, “Can you cook?” She replied, “Yes.  I knead the dough, my mother makes the chapattis and Father makes the vegetable curry.”  Then he asked, “Can you drive?”  Her reply was, “Yes.  Father presses the accelerator, I turn the steering and Mother gives directions.”  The groom-to-be was not impressed that she was still Daddy’s girl and replied: “I suppose you’d want to bring your parents along with you after you’ve married me!”
I had been inwardly making fun of this simple girl but then I had this dream that I am just as simple in such matters!  I am still not married yet – even at the age of 47!  I did have an arranged marriage at the age of 24, but it was a disaster and was not consummated.  I am innocent, not selfish, in matters of love and marriage.
Dream No 7: Monday 6 October 2008

I had a troublesome dream of the difficulties of choosing a suitable template for my Site: http://doctorumarazam.weebly.com/ 

* I tried almost all the other templates in place of the green plant template but the formats of the link menus were not to my liking, so I had to retain the current template.
Interpretation

This dream is self-explanatory.
Dream No 8: Wednesday 8 October 2008

I dreamt that my mother received two beautiful, brand-new, patterned tea-cups which were still in their packaging.

· ‘Cup’: Spiritual sustenance will be given [by God] or sustenance itself’. [Source?]  Two cups would imply two forms of knowledge or livelihood for me in the future, Insha’Allah.

“Cup

To see a cup in your dream represents love, nurturance and the womb. The cup may also signify healing, rejuvenation, and healing. Alternatively, it indicates a transcendence into a realm of higher consciousness. Is the cup half-full or half-empty? Do you see life from an optimistic or pessimistic point of view. ”

http://www.dreammoods.com/dreamdictionary/c4.htm 

Dream No 9: Sunday 14 September 2008

I dreamt that I was driving and my mother was seated at the back of the car.  A melodious Nasheed (religious lyrics in honour of the Prophet [P]) was playing in the background.
Interpretation

I helped my mother to get outdoors, when she was severely ill, by taking her on long drives to the coast and countryside.  Helping a mother is a religious duty and will gain substantial rewards from Allah Almighty. 
Dream No 10: Saturday 13 September 2008

I saw three televisions.  Two of them were of a ‘standard’ size (ie about 16” screen) but the third one had a gigantic screen.  But a programme on one of the smaller televisions was the most interesting!
Interpretation

I keep a low profile in my Islamic work – symbolised by the small screens.  But this work is really useful and important, a connotation of the ‘gigantic screen’. 

Dream No 11: Thursday 23 October 2008

I dreamt something really complicated about an Arab lady in an office and a row of something.  She changed her strategy towards one of the items in the row.  The items were powerful, whatever they were! 

* This dream itself was powerful and so complicated that this is all I can recall of it.
Interpretation

I received two Gold Awards and two Silver Awards from Arabic Webmasters – see http://dr-umarazam.weebly.com But when it was discovered that I run about nine Websites, no more Awards were forthcoming or I’d have too many Awards!
Dream No 12: August 2008

I dreamt that I returned books, including The Gruffalo, to my pupils.
Interpretation
The Gruffalo (see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Gruffalo) is an Award-Winning book.  My Websites have won awards too.  Probably my tuition was of an award-winning standard too.

Dream No 13: Sunday 5 September 2008 

I dreamt that my father heard the initial melodies of a previously-unheard Pakistani Punjabi film song on radio.  He signaled his wish to have this song recorded but, to my despair, there was no cassette recorder in the house.  I fervently decided to buy one as a matter of priority!  When the song had started, I thought it was going to be sung by some other artiste but Dad had correctly identified it as one of Madame Noor Jehan’s (even though he had never heard it before!).
Interpretation
My Philips cassette reorder/compact disc player broke down but I didn’t replace it.  I concentrated on my Islamic work and, at times, listened to Asian Sound Radio http://www.asiansoundradio.co.uk/ I first became in Indian film music when I heard my Father listening to its subtle melodies in the mornings during my childhood. 
Dream No 14: Monday 8 September 2008 

I saw myself in a group of people (volunteers, for example) working or collaborating on some outdoor project.
Interpretation

This may predict my future work for the media and also the traveling for Islamic work.  Also, I have been collaborating with others on the Internet – see The Use of Dr Azam’s Work on: http://doctorumarazam.weebly.com/   

Dream No 15: Thursday 4 September 2008
I tried the door of an Arts (performing arts) building.  But the double-glazed door was locked.  The building itself was only a small shop-like one at the corner of a street in a very busy area: there was plenty of traffic around about it.  But, when I turned the corner and entered the building, I found out that the interior was gigantic and very spacious – it extended internally over a very considerable distance!  On the ground were boxes in which lay the ‘tools’ of the theatre: masks or some other ‘props’ for special visual effects.  I saw cardboard document wallets for sale at a special offer.  There was a pile of them, only available in two dull colours, but at a price of just 20p each!  I was choosing a few beige ones.  In one of the wallets, I saw the printed sheets of a newspaper or other publication of leisure reading such as a magazine.  I was astonished to see that the folder of my Islamic documents was also here in the building.  So I must have been truly famous!  
Interpretation

See the Introduction above.
